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5TQT/7MARKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Road, 
STOUMARKET. 

1st  September,  1966. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
STOWMABKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


i  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1965. 

An  examination  of  the  figures  contained  in  the  Report  will  show  that 
Stowmarket  has  had  a  healthy  year.  I  would  like,  however,  to  make  some 
comments  on  chronic  bronchitis  and  air  pollution. 

Two  million  people  suffer  from  chronic  bronchitis  in  this  Country,  and 
each  year  it  claims  50,000  deaths  (about  5,000  more  than  those  due  to  lung 
cancer).  Over  the  age  of  40,  1  in  every  7  men  claiming  sickness  benefit 
suffers  from  chronic  bronchitis. 

It  is  known  amongst  the  other  nations  in  Europe  as  the  "English  Disease" 
because  it  is  so  much  more  prevalent  in  this  Country  than  on  the  Continent. 

The  exact  reason  why  this  should  be  so  is  not  known,  but  our  damp  climate  is 
undoubtedly  partly  to  blame,  and  records  show  that  in  districts  in  which  air 
pollution  is  prevalent,  the  number  of  cases  of  chronic  bronchitis  is  high. 

Last  year  there  were  9  deaths  from  bronchitis  in  Stowmarket,  the  year 
before  that  there  was  1,  and  in  the  year  before  that,  3*  Time  will  show 
whether  the  rise  last  year  was  the  start  of  an  upward  trend  or  if  it  was  only 

a  temporary  rise. 

In  addition  to  killing  people,  chronic  bronchitis  is  also  responsible 
for  a  very  large  amount  of  disability  and  ill-health  in  those  who  suffer  from  it. 

Other  predisposing  factors  are  damp  or  overcrowded  living  conditions, 
heavy  smoking  and  certain  occupations  which  involve  constant  exposure  to 
dust  or  damp. 

People  who  suffer  from  chronic  bronchitis  are  at  a  great  risk  during 
fogs ,  and  many  die  in  toms  each  year  when  foggy  conditions  prevail. 

The  part  played  by  air  pollution  in  causing  people  to  suffer  from  chronic 
bronchitis  and  afterwards  in  killing  them  is  now  becoming  much  clearer.  It 
nay  surprise  some  people  to  learn  that  smoke  from  the  domestic  chimney  is 
responsible  for  up  to  5^  of  air  pollution.  Old-fashioned  grates  or  faulty 
or  ill-maintained  grates ,  which  bum  coal  inefficiently  so  that  complete 
combustion  does  not  take  place,  send  large  quantities  of  smoke  loaded  with 
partially  burnt  tar,  sulphur  dioxide  and  grit  into  the  atmosphere.  Industrial 
processes,  particularly  with  old  or  badly  designed  or  improperly  stoked 
furnaces ,  are  also  responsible  for  polluting  the  air,  whilst  we  are  at  last 
becoming  aware  of  the  dangers  from  the  exhaust  gases  discharged  from 
transport  vehicles. 
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Sulphur  dioxide  is  the  most  dangerous  constituent  of  smoke  that  we 
have  to  deal  with.  It  irritates  the  lungs,  and  may  produce  asthma-like 
attacks.  '.Ihen  a  fog  occurs  the  sulphur  dioxide  becomes  concentrated  in  the 
minute  drops  of  water  contained  in  the  fog,  and  when  these  are  breathed  by 
anyone  suffering  from  bronchitis,  and  other  chest  complaints  or  heart  disease, 
the  victim  often  receives  a  lethal  dose.  This  chemical  also  has  a  corrosive 
effect  on  metals  and  buildings  and  is  harmful  to  plant  life. 

Stowmarket  at  present  does  not  have  a  major  air  pollution  problem,  but 
with  the  probable  expansion  of  the  town  and  industrial  development,  it  is  a 
matter  which  should  begin  to  occupy  our  attention. 


The  greater  use  of  smokeless  domestic  fuel,  .and  the  provision  of  grates 
and  appliances  suitable  to  bum  it,  together  with  the  use  of  other  forms  of 
domestic  heating,  are  matters  of  the  utmost  importance. 

In  industrial  plant,  the  correct  use  of  modem  furnaces  by  skilled 
operators  to  ensure  proper  fuelling  and  draught  control,  and  the  utilisation 
of  smokeless  fuels,  together  with  the  provision  of  chimneys  of  a  height 
sufficient  to  allow  the  dispersal  of  smoke  and  gases  into  the  upper  air, 
well  away  from  the  surrounding  houses,  will  help  to  keep  the  amount  of  air 
pollution  down. 


The  prevention  of  air  pollution  is  therefore  a  matter  which  we  have 
to  tackle  in  two  ways .  First  by  publicity  and  encouragement  to  house¬ 
holders  and  industrial  concerns,  to  ensure  that  every  effort  is  being  made 
by  means  of  modem  appliances,  modem  faels  and  efficient  usage,  to  keep 
the  discharge  of  smoke  and  other  impurities  to  a  minimum,  and  second^,  to 
use  the  legislation  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  to  punish  persistent  offenders. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


•••  •••  •••  ••• 

•  «  • 

1,696  acre, 

Population  (estimated  mid-year 

Home  Population,  Registrar 

General's  Figures)  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

8,050 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  ... 

•  •  0 

2,729 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ... 

0  •  • 

£379,002 

Estimated  Sum  represented  by 
a  penny  rate 

•  •  0 

£1,520 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  somewhat  lower  than  the  national  figure. 


(i)  BIRTHS  (Registrar  General's  Figures). 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


BIRTH  RATE 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Per  1,000  home  population  -  England  and  Hales 
Comparability  Factor 
Standardised  Birth  Rate 


STILL  BIRTHS. 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

55. 

70. 

125. 

49. 

68. 

117. 

6. 

2. 

8. 

=  15.52 

-  18.0 

=  1.07 

=  16.61 

M.  F. 

Totql. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

""  •  *"  • 

— . 
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STILL  BIRTH  RATE:- 


Per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

= 

7.9 

-  do  -  England  and  Wales 

=r 

15.7 

INFANT  MORTALITY  (Under  One  Year) . 

M. 

P. 

Total. 

Total  •••  •••  • • •  ••• 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

1. 

1. 

2. 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ... 

-. 

**  • 

DEATHS  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  FOUR  WEEKS  OP  AGS. 

M. 

P. 

Total. 

Total  •••  0  •  •  • • a  • • • 

1. 

1. 

Legitimate 

1. 

M  # 

1. 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

-. 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  GETS  USSR  OP  AGS. 

1. 

F. 

Total. 

Total  • • •  • • •  •••  ••• 

1. 

0 

1. 

Legitimate  •  <»  •  •••  ••• 

1. 

L  • 

1. 

Illegitimate 

— . 

“• 

BIPARTITE  MORTALITY  RATS?- 

Per  1,000  live  births 

— 

7.2 

-do  -  England  and  Wales 

= 

19.0 

DEATHS  (Registrar  General's  Figures). 

M. 

P. 

Total. 

ALL  CAUSES  . 

56. 

47. 

103. 

DEATH  RATE:- 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  home  population 

12. S 

Per  1,000  home  population  -■  England  and  Wales 

= 

11.5 

Comparability  Factor 

= 

1.05 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

= 

12.66 

-  4  - 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Total 

Tuberculosis ,  respiratory 

2265a. 

1264.. 

1 

Tuberculos is ,  0  ther 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

— 

- 

1 

Malignant  neoplasms,  stomach 

2 

~ 

2 

- 

"  "  lung,  bronchus 

2 

- 

2 

8 

”  "  breast 

- 

3 

3 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

5 

9 

12 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

8 

5 

13 

11 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

15 

9 

24 

22 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

5 

11 

14 

10 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

2 

5 

2 

Pneumonia 

6 

- 

6 

7 

Bronchitis 

6 

3 

9 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

3 

9 

7 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

- 

1 

2 

All  other  accidents 

— 

4 

4 

3 

Suicide 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Totals : 

56 

47 

103 

94 

-  5  - 
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COMPARATIVE  TABLE  FOR  TEE  LAST  FOUR  YEARS. 


1962 

1965 

1964 

1965 

England  and  Wales 
1965. 

Inhabited  houses 

2570 

2600 

2669 

2729 

- 

Population  (Registrar 
General's  figures) 

7870 

7940 

7990 

8050 

- 

Live  births 

117 

126 

119 

125 

- 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  population 

15.01 

16.98 

15.94 

16.61 

18,0 

Leaths  of  Infants 

under  One  Year 

. 

2 

2 

1 

2 

- 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  Live  Births 

17.1 

15.4 

8.4 

7.2 

19.0 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

per  1,000  population 
- — - — - - - - 

10.4 

C-inr TV— r  r  ^ 

11.95 

15.29 

. 

12.66 

11.5 

- _ 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (S:-:cIudin sc  Tuberculosis )  -  Compiled 

froa  Notifications  roc eived. 


Diseases 

Ages 

Total 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

c. 

% 

10A 

OK 
£ — • 

+ 

Age 

Unknown 

Measles 

29 

CM 

K'N 

40 

3 

2 

- 

5 

111 

- 

Food 

Poisoning 

- 

1 

1 

2 

_ 

4 

- 

- 

TOTALS : - 

115 

 .  
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TUBERCULOSIS . 

(i)  No  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

(ii)  One  male  case  who  had  suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was 
removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year  on  his  recovery. 

(iii)  Two  male  cases  wore  removed  from  the  Register  on  their  departure 
to  another  district. 

(iv)  Cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  years - 

mi  nonary.  N  on-Pu  Imonary . 

M.'  F.  '"Total.  M.  F.  Total. 

9.  3.  12.  7.  6.  15. 

VACCINATIONS  AMD  IMMUNISATIONS.  (Fi  gures  supplied  by  the 
Cj2\ mty  Medical  Officer  of  Health) 


12.65. 

1964. 

1263. 

(i)  SMALIPOX  VACCINATIONS. 

Primary  vaccinations  ...  ...  75 . 

Re-vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  6 . 

82. 

23. 

34. 

14. 

(ii)  IMMUNISATIONS. 

22S1- 

1964. 

(a)  Primal?/. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ... 
Nhooping  Cough  ...  ...  ... 
Tetanus  ...  ...  ...  .0. 

Biphtheria/hhooping  Cough  ...  ... 
Diphtheria/ .ih.ooplnr  Cough/Tetanus  ... 
Diphtheria/ Te tanus/hhooplng  Cougl:i/ Polio 

0 

9- 

20. 

1. 

19. 

146. 

30. 

165. 

(b)  Boosters. 

21.  ) 
7.  ) 
1.  ) 
20.  ) 
89.  ) 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  • • • 

Tstszms  ...  ...  •••  ••• 

Diphtheria/hhooping  Cough 

Diphtheria/Tetanus  ...  ...  ... 

Diphtheria/bliooping  Cough/Tetanus 

123. 

138. 

123. 

(iii)  POLTOMTELITIS . 

(a)  Primary. 

1965. 

1264. 

Sabine  vaccine  ...  ...  •  •  • 

121. 

No  record 

(b)  Boosters. 

Salic  vaccine  ...  ...  ... 

Sabine  vaccine  ...  •  •  •  •  •  • 

15. 

30. 

No  record 

45. 
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SECTION  47  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  formal  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act  to  hospitalise  anyone 
incapable  of  attending  to  their  own  needs. 


FOOD. 

Information  under  this  heading  is  given  in  the  Public  Health  Inspector's 
Report. 


PUBLIC  STONING  BATHS. 


There  is  one  open  air  swimming  bath  which  is  owned  and  maintained  by  the 
Council.  It  is  supplied  with  mains  water. 

The  water  is  treated  with  break-point  chlorination  and  is  filtered.  It  is 
changed  at  the  rate  of  20,000  gallons  per  hour.  The  pool  is  emptied 
completely  and  cleaned  out  once  a  year. 

Analyses  of  the  water  during  the  year  have  been  most  satisfactory. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 

Action  taken  "under  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  is  detailed  in  the  Public 
Health  Inspector's  Report. 


HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT, 


(a)  Home  Nursing. 

Under  the  County  Council's  Scheme,  one  full-time  midwife  is  employed  in 
the  District,  and  one  district  nurse/ midwife  and  two  general  duties  nurses 
are  engaged  for  part  of  their  time  in  the  District. 

(b)  Home  Heins. 

Miss  K.  M.  Tillett  is  the  County  Council's  home  help  organiser,  and 
arranges  for  home  helps  to  be  made  available  in  approved  cases.  The 
service  is  principally  available  to  the  elderly  and  disabled  to  enable  them 
to  maintain  their  independence  in  their  own  homes  as  an  alternative  to 
possible  hospitalisation.  The  problem  family,  the  mother  after  confinement, 
and  the  family  with  the  temporary  loss  of  its  house-wife  and  mother  are 
others  in  the  categories  recognised  for  home  help  service,  in  order  to  ease 
their  burden  during  a  temporary  period  of  stress. 

( c)  Nelfsre  Foods  Service. 

Welfare  foods  are  available  on  Wednesdays  at  the  Violet  Hill  Clinic, 
the  voluntary  staffing  of  this  section  being  undertaken  by  Mrs.  Phillippo 
and  Mrs.  Naylor,  who  generously  give  of  their  time  for  the  benefit  of 
the  young  and  their  mothers. 

Welfare  foods  are  also  available  Mondays  to  Fridays  at  the  local  Council 
Offices. 


(d)  Child-Minding  Service. 

A  creche  is  provided  by  members  of  the  N.V.3.  in  the  Constitutional  Hall, 
Milton  Road,  every  Thursday  for  the  benefit  of  young  mothers  visiting  the 
Tom  for  their  market  day  shopping. 


-  S  - 
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(e)  Health  Visiting. 

One  full-time  health  visitor,  Mrs.  V.  Butler,  includes  Stowmarket  in  her 
territory  under  the  County  Council’s  Scheme.  She  is  actively  engaged  in 
promoting  the  welfare  of  the  family,  and  her  especial  interests  are  the 
less  able,  the  pre-school  age,  the  physically  handicapped  and  the  problem 

family. 

(f)  Clinic  Services. 


The  County  Council's  Clinic  is  situated  in  Violet  Hill,  and  affords  a  wide 
variety  of  services:- 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  each  Wednesday,  2.00  p.m.  -  4. 00  p.m. 

Mothercraft  and  relaxation  classes  are  attended  twice  a  month  on  the 
first  and  third  Tuesdays. 

Speech  therapy  sessions  are  held  on  Tuesdays. 

The  Chest  Clinic,  with  a  Consultant  Chest  Physician  in  attendance,  is 
held  twice  a  month  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays. 

Family  planning  advice  is  available  on  the  first  and  third  Thursday 
afternoons,  and  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  evenings. 

Ophthalmic  clinic  sessions  take  place  on  the  first  and  third  Thursda;?" 
mornings . 

Physiotherapy  treatment  is  available  on  Wednesday  mornings. 

The  Dental  Clinic  operates  as  necessary. 

A  Diabetics  Clinic  is  held  once  a  month. 

A  chiropody  service  is  available  twice  a  month  on  Mondays. 

(g)  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

Anyone  who  has  risked  infection,  and  any  extra-marital  sexual  relationship 
constitutes  this  risk,  should  use  the  discreet  services  of  the  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinics,  which  are  equipped  for  reliable  diagnosis  and  speedy  and 
convenient  treatment.  Two  such  Clinics  are  available  to  the  local 
population,  as  follows:- 

(i)  Ipswich  and  Fast  Suffolk  Hospital  (Skin  Dept.),  Aaglesea  Road  Wing, 

Ipswich. 


Males:  Mondays  5.30  p.m.  -  7.30  p.m. 

Fridays  1.00  p.m.  -  2.30  p.m. 

Females :  Mondays  7.30  p.m.  -  8.30  p.m. 

Tuesdays  2.30  p.m.  -  5-00  p.m. 

Fridays  2.30  p.m.  -  5. 30  p.m. 

(ii)  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

Males  and  Females:  Wednesdays  10. 30  a.m.  -  2*00  p.m. 


(h)  Laborato ry  Facilities . 


The  Council  utilises  the  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  oervice 
for  the  bacteriological  examination  work  which  forms  an  essential  par^  of 
the  Department's  duties. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 
Tour  Obedient  Servant, 

KATHLEEN  M.  HARDING 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


-  y  - 
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STOYJMAHKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCTT. 


Council  Offices, 
Ipswich  Road, 
STOVfllAROT. 

Suffolk. 

1st  September,  1966. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
STOWMAHKET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

It  is  my  privilege  to  present  my  fourth  Annual  Report  concerning  the 
environmental  health  work  undertaken  during  1965. 


HOUSING. 

The  year  saw  little  relief  to  the  community's  housing  problem.  4 6  dwellings 

were  completed  by  private  enterprise,  and  6  bungalow  units  were  completed  by 
the  Council.  On  their  own,  these  facts  present  a  gloomy  picture,  but  they 
must  be  considered  in  conjunction  with  the  fact  that  considerable  progress  was 
made  in  preparing  for  the  acceleration  of  the  Council's  rehousing  programme, 
and  for  fairly  large-scale  private  housing  development.  So  far  as  the  Council 
was  concerned,  a  number  of  steps  were  taken  to  accumulate  sufficient  land 
suited  to  its  house-building  intentions.  Compulsory  purchase  orders  were 

made  with  a  view  to  securing  a  little  over  6  acres  of  land  off  Finborough  Road 
in  proximity  to  the  Abbot's  Hall.  The  Home  Meadow  of  some  acres  on  the 
Chilton  Hall  Farm  was  purchased,  and  this  land,  which  adjoins  the  Council's 
principal  post-war  house  development,  will,  undoubtedly,  prove  the  most 
rewarding  Council  development  in  the  forseeable  future,  when  it  realises  anything 
up  to  70  family  dwellings,  which,  it  is  hoped,  must  materialise  inside  the 
next  2  to  3  years.  The  year  saw  the  incredibly  slow  bargaining  for  Ham  Row 
take  a  step  further  with  agreement  on  the  purchase  price,  although  the  Council 
was  not  destined  to  achieve  a  settlement  until  1966,  aid  the  redevelopment  of 
this  site  by  the  provision  of  16  bungalow  units  for  the  benefit  of  the  elderly 
in.  this  vicinity  is  unlikely  to  materialise  until  late  1967.  Private 
development  of  the  land  formerly  occupied  by  Edgars  Farm  in  Combs  Lane  was 
commenced  in  1965,  although  no  houses  became  available  for  occupation.  Private 
development  off  Finborough  Road  by  Messrs.  Seaman  &  Sons  will  continue  for 
some  time,  but  the  bungalow  development  of  3.  G.  Quinton  Ltd.  in  Campion 
Crescent  was  virtually  completed.  As  had  been  anticipated,  the  8  acres  of  land 
bordering  the  Council's  Ford  Terrace  estate  and  the  Needham  Road  was  purchased 
for  private  house  building,  and  plans  are  afoot  for  its  development.  The 
question  of  drainage  proposals  for  some  33  acres  of  land  between  Onehouse  Road 
and  Finborough  Road,  formerly  comprising  part  of  the  Chilton  Hall  Farm,  was 
under  investigation,  with  a  view  to  the  eventual  development  of  this  land  for 
up  to  300  house  units;  this  prospect  is  of  course  some  years  away. 

Generally  speaking,  obstruction  of  house  building  in  present  circumstances  is 
to  be  deplored,  but  it  was  felt  necessary  to  oppose  a  proposal  for  the 
erection  of  6  dwellings  on  a  small  parcel  of  land  in  Combs  Lane  opposite  the 
Edgars  Farm  development,  since  this  land  adjoins  a  fairly  large  piggery,  and 
it  needs  no  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  anticipate  that  no  matter  how  well 
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kept  the  pigs  are,  the  occupants  of  these  houses  would  find  the  atmosphere 
from  time  to  time  disagreeable.  This  state  of  affairs,  where  housing- 
development  has  to  be  denied  within  an  urban  community  because  of  the  proximity 
of  relatively  recent  concentrated  agricultural  development,  resulted  from  the 
present  unsatisfactory  planning  control  over  farm  operations,  and,  apparently, 
the  lack  of  a  proper,  up-to-date  tom  plan  for  Stowmarket. 


Gome  idea  of  the  pressing  need  for  more  housing  more  quickly  can  be  gleaned 
from  a  perusal  of  the  Council's  housing  application  lists.  In  the  middle  of 
the  year  there  were  some  533  applicants  outstanding  for  attention,  although 
it  must  be  emphasised  that  housing  "wants"  are  not  alwa2rs  housing  "needs". 

Even  so,  the  Chairman  of  the  Housing  (Tenants  and  Helfare)  Committee  pointed 
out,  at  that  time,  that  of  the  333  applicants,  some  94  and  their  families 
were  without  separate  accommodation  of  their  own  -  all  suffering  inconvenience, 
discomfort,  unhappiness  and  potential  physical  and  mental  impairment  due  to 
inadequate  housing. 


During  the  year  20  applicants  were  rehoused  by  the  Council  in  the  6  bungalows 
which  were  completed,  and  in  other  Council  accommodation  which  became 
available  to  relet  from  time  to  time.  Of  the  numbers  rehoused,  2  were  from 
dwellings  included  in  the  Council's  slum  clearance  programme.  In  addition 
21  transfers  were  arranged  among  existing  tenants. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council's  housing  general  waiting  lists  (excluding 
occupants  of  unfit  dwellings)  contained  the  following  statistics :- 


Applicants  in  A1  group  -  one  or  two  persons  in  a  family 
Applicants  in  A2  group  -  couples  with  one  child 
Applicants  in  A3  group  -  couples  with  more  than  one  child 

Applicants  in  B1  group  -  as  A1  but  residing  outside  District 

Applicants  in  B2  group  -  as  A2  but  residing  outside  District 

Applicants  in  B3  group  -  as  A3  but  residing  outside  District 

All  categories  living  in  Council  houses  in  other  districts 
Aged  applicants  living  in  Stowmarket 
Aged  applicants  living  outside  Stowmarket 

All  categories  awaiting  acceptance  on  lists  or  regarded  as  of 

doubtful  need 

Applicants  wishing  to  transfer  from  2  and  3  bedroom  Council  houses 

to  bungalows 

Applicants  in  flats  requiring  larger  accommodation 


27 

27 
18 

9 

14 

23 

31 

39 

28 

64 

S3 

11 


In  circular  2l/65  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  required  local 
authorities  to  forecast  their  four-year  house-building  programmes.  The 
Council's  Public  Health  Committee,  in  considering  its  slum  clearance  list, 
decided  to  ask  the  Council  for  114  units  for  relieving  the  needs  of  occupants 
of  dwellings  included  in  the  Council's  slum  clearance  programme,  togetner 
with  12  units  to  relieve  the  needs  of  those  living  in  caravans  on  unsat rsfac -ory 
sites  in  the  District.  The  Housing  (Tenants  and  ./el fare)  Committee  decided 
to  ask  the  Council  for  125  units  of  accommodation  to  relieve  the  general  needs, 
with  the  recommendation  that  50  of  these  should  be  bungalow  uni  in.  ^he 
Housing  (Building  and  Maintenance)  Committee,  which  has  the  responsibility  or 
providing  the  land  and  building  the  dwellings  required  bj^  tin  Council, 
considered  that  the  availability  of  land  and  the  capacity  of  existing  stafi 
of  the  Council  limited  the  Council's  resources  to  the  erection  or  40  dwell  mg 
units  per  year.  These  recommendations  were  presented  to  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  of  the  Council,  which  decided  tliat  the  four-year  programme  should 


-  2  - 


■ 


■ 


ft. 


Ap.  265/13. 


provide  187  dwelling  units  (l25  being  for  general  housing  needs,  12  fox- 
rehousing  caravanners  on  existing  unsuitable  sites,  and  not  less  than  50  to 
meet  the  needs  of  those  living  in  sub-standard  houses  included  in  the  slum 
clearance  programme)  as  follows :- 


1966. 

1967. 

1268. 

Tot: 

Replacement  of  unfit 
houses 

16 

17 

17 

50 

Dwellings  for  old 

people 

10 

15 

15 

40 

General  needs 

33 

32 

32 

97 

It  was  decided  that  no  industrialised  building  would  be  employed  in  the  four- 
year  period  under  review.  whilst  the  Council  is  mindful  of  the  requirements 
of  the  elderly  and  the  need  for  providing  a  fairly  high  px-oportion  of  bungalow 
dwellings  in  its  current  and  future  development,  it  decided  that  it  would  not 
include  any  warden- type  accommodation  in  its  programme  for  the  period. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  dwellings  included  in  the  Council's  slum  clearance 
programme  were  as  follows. 


Category  1 


Houses  in  respect  of  which  a  demolition 
oriei-  is  operative. 


Category  2  -  Houses  which  are  the  subject  of  formal 

or  informal  undertakings  by  their 
owners  to  not  re-let  for  human 
habitation. 


Category  5  -  Houses  which  have  been  x-epresented  and 

accepted  by  the  Council  as  unfit  and 
requiring  action. 

Category  4  -  Houses  in  areas  which  may  be  ripe  for 

cleai-ance  in  view  of  redevelopment 
potential,  including  Council-owned  unfit 
dwellings  which  should  be  discarded  at 
an  early  opportunity. 


Categpixi 


The  remainder  of  the  houses  included 
in  the  Programme. 


Caravan  dwellings  requiring  clearance. 


Category  7 


Additional  dwellings  recommended  for 
inclusion  in  the  Px-ogramme. 
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CATEGORY 


1. 


2. 


4. 


5^. 


6. 


7. 


ADDRESS  PROBABLE  REQUIREMIIHTS 


Upstairs  flat 

units. 

Bedrooms 

or  house 

Ground  floor 
units. 

Bedrooms. 

2  i 

3 

4 

1 

2 

107,  Bury  Street. 

j 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Vine  Cottage,  Station  Road. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1  &  4,  Combs  Ford  Square. 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

7/ll/l3,  Spring  Row. 

- 

- 

3 

- 

4-12,  Stricklands  Road. 

“  I 

1 

I 

j 

1 

1 

3  -  5,  Poplar  Hill. 

t 

~  I 

| 

1 

- 

1 

- 

9  -  35,  Union  Street. 

| 

“ 

4 

- 

5 

4 

8-25,  Church  Walk. 

7 

1 

2 

7 

1 

1-21,  Ham  Row. 

- 

- 

— 

3 

4 

4-10,  Union  Street. 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

22  -  32,  Union  Street. 

3 

- 

- 

2 

1 

14  -  54,  Violet  Hill. 

6 

4 

"" 

6 

5 

65  -  75,  Bury  Street. 

- 

2 

- 

2 

1 

128  -  148,  Bury  Street. 

3 

- 

- 

8 

- 

2-12,  Walnut  Tree  Walk. 

2 

- 

- 

3 

— 

9-15,  Takers  Lane. 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

51  -  57,  Stomp  land  Street. 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

9-11,  Combs  Ford. 

- 

1 

1 

- 

18  -  20,  Crowe  Street. 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Cedars  Cottage. 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

62,  Stowupland  Street. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5-25,  Stowupland  Street. 

5 

2 

4 

- 

26  -  32,  Stowupland  Street. 

5 

2 

1 

1 

47  -  51,  Union  Street. 

- 

— 

1 

1 

84/86,  Union  Street. 

- 

- 

1 

1  _ 

Sandpits  Farm  Caravans. 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Duke's  Head  Inn  Caravan. 

- 

1 

- 

— 

Pickerel's  Inn  Caravans . 

— 

- 

- 

4 

— 

Parts,  l6/l8,  Finborough  Road. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

20,  Bury  Road. 

- 

1 

- 

1 

— 

14  -  24,  Combs  Lane. 

2 

- 

- 

2 

— 

88,  Poplar  Hill. 

- 

1 

I 

\ 

— 

40 

29 

6 

|  64 

21 

Tiie  slum  clearance  schedule  was  formulated  in  1954  on  the  instruction  of  the 
Government ,  and  consists  of  a  list  of  properties  which  are  considered  by  the 
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Council  as  sub-standard,  possibly  to  a  degree  where  their  demolition  is  warranted. 

It  was  originally  anticipated  that  a  programme  of  clearance  would  span  a  little 
more  than  5  years.  Initially  a  fair  number  of  the  worst  houses  included  in  the 
schedule  were  cleared,  but  the  speed  of  attention  has  not  matched  the  speed  with 
which  obsolete  properties  have  fallen  beyond  economic  repair,  and  from  time  to 
time  farther  numbers  of  houses  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  sub-standard 
properties,  with  the  result  that  the  slum  clearance  programme  is  now  very  much 
larger  than  it  was  when  the  scheme  started  some  12  years  ago.  Living  in  a  house 
included  in  this  particularly  slow  slum  clearance  programme  is,  to  many,  a  hard¬ 
ship,  since  it  does  not  provide  the  security  necessary  for  happy  living  conditions, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  physical  limitations  placed  upon  its  occupants  by  its  obsolete 
condition;  owners  of  such  property  suffer  hardship  also  -  owner/ occupiers  deny 
their  comfort  for  fear  of  wasted  investment,  and  vendors  and  purchasers  of  such 
property  are  in  a  quandary  as  to  fair  prices,  and  even  whether  a  sale  is  practical. 
From  time  to  time,  and  with  increasing  frequency,  instances  of  such  hardship  are 
brought  to  my  notice. 


Nos.  1  -  19,  Ham  Bow. 

Worn  out  and  beyond  refurbishment,  and  soon  to  be  replaced 
by  modem  bungalow  units. 

Nos.  1,  2,  5  and  4,  Combs  Ford  Square,  which  had  originally  been  proposed  as 
a  clearance  area  by  the  Council,  eventually  became  the  subject  of  an  undertaking 
by  the  owner  in  1965?  to  not  relet  for  human  habitation,  and  the  clearance  order 
was  not  proceeded  with.  Two  tenants  in  this  terrace  were  rehoused  by  the 
Council  during  the  year. 


The  dilapidated  dwelling,  No.  5/5/7,  Union  Street,  which  had  been  vacated  by 
its  owner  in  1964,  continued  to  blot  the  scene,  since  its  demolition  was  not 
enforced.  Similarly,  Nos.  105  -  111,  Bury  Street,  continued 

to  mar  the  landscape  for  want  of  enforcement  of  demolition  orders.  It  is 
essential  that  dwellings  which  become  the  subject  of  demolition  orders  are  in 
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fact  demolished  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  usefulness  as  dwellings  lias 
ended.  Not  only  does  this  encourage  redevelopment  of  the  site,  but  it  also 
tends  to  a  tidier  and  less  depressing  environment,  which  is  part  of  the  object 
of  clearance  procedure. 


The  only  other  formal  action  taken  in  connection  with  properties  listed  in  the 
slum  clearance  programme  was  a  declaration  of  a  clearance  area  in  respect  of 
Nos.  4-12,  Stricklands  Road,  which  had  previously  been  the  subject  of  an 
abortive  clearance  area  declaration.  Upon  the  speedy  carrying-through  of  this 
proposal  depend  not  only  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  occupants  of  this 
terrace  of  obsolete  dwellings,  but  also  urgent  improvements  to  adjacent  commercial 
premises,  including  a  catering  business  where  cramped  conditions  cause  me  con¬ 
siderable  concern. 

The  derelict  Spring  Row  cottages  continue  to  stand  for  the  benefit  of  one 
elderly  lads?-  occupant,  who  depends  for  her  rehousing  upon  the  Council's  proposed 
Ham  Row  development. 

Once  agaii  in  1965  the  Council  was  not  involved  in  the  machinery  provided  by 
the  Rent  Act,  1957,  to  afford  tenants  and  landlords  a  measure  of  agreement  on 
rent  and  repair  requirements.  However,  the  Council  was  involved  ii  ensuring 
the  repair  of  8  houses  during  the  year,  and  for  all  purposes  including  repair, 
improvement  and  slum  clearance,  207  houses  were  inspected. 

The  voluntary  improvement  of  private  houses  with  the  aid  of  Improvement  Grants, 
provided  in  accordance  with  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  and  the 
Housing  Acts,  1961  -  1964,  continued  without  any  marked  increase  in  the  rate 
of  applications.  The  extension  of  the  Improvement  Grant  schemes  to  provide 
for  an  increased  Grant  where  it  is  necessary  to  extend  the  building  to  provide 
a  bathroom  lias  proved  a  boon,  particularly  to  those  who  are  putting  to  good 
use  the  numerous  small  terraced  houses  that  prevail  in  the  District.  This 
extended  scheme,  whereby  the  Council  is  able  to  give  an  amount  considerably  in 
excess  of  the  original  maximum  of  £155,  has  undoubtedly  resulted  in  the  number 
of  houses  and  applicants  being  put  in  an  advantageous  position,  when  they  would 
otherwise  have  found  themselves  unable  to  improve  the  dwellings  under  the  old 
scheme.  The  slow  rate  of  urban  renewal  in  the  old  residential  areas  of  the 
Town  is  necessarily  reflected  in  the  type  of  premises  considered  for  Grant  aid, 
and  in  this  respect  it  has  become  necessary  to  set  rather  low  standards  to 
enstire  that  many  of  the  community  enjoy  the  amenities  provided  by  the  Grant 
aided  schemes  within  their  lifetime. 

With  a  view  to  encouraging  some  greater  enthusiasm  for  the  house  improvement 
grant  schemes,  the  Council  once  again  took  stops  to  publicise  the  wonderful 
opportunities  that  are  provided  for  owners  of  obsolete  houses,  and  an  improvement 
grant  exhibition  mobile  unit,  which  was  kindly  provided  and  staffed  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  was  made  available  for  exhibition  in 
Stowmarket  in  September.  Every  householder  was  circularised  by  leaflet  and  in 
conjunction  with  the  exhibition  unit,  the  Council  provided  a  free  film  show 
with  the  aid  of  a  really  excellent  film  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  entitled  "The  Bronze  Horses".  Whilst  there  was  some  measure  of 
response  from  the  local  population  to  the  mobile  exhibition  unit,  interest  in 
the  film  event  (without  an  'X'  certificate!)  was  very  disappointing,  insofar  as 
we  had  only  one  member  of  the  public  to  form  an  audience.  The  subsequent 
period  did  not  show  any  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  applications  received. 
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The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Improvement  Grant  work  during  the  year:- 
Standard  Grants: 


Applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner-occupied  dwellings 
Applications  approved  in  respect  of  tenanted  dwellings 
Applications  refused  because  of  probable  road  development 
Owner-occupied  dwellings  improved 
Tenanted  dwellings  improved 
Amount  paid  in  Grants 


17 
1 

18 

£2553  8s.  3d. 


Amenities  provided: 


Baths  15 
\J ashhandbas  ins  16 
Inside  waterclosets  14 
Hot  water  systems  17 
Food  stores  14 


Average  Grant  per  house 


£141  Os.  Od. 


Discretionary  Grants: 


Applications  approved  in  respect  of  owner-occupied  dwellings 
Applications  approved  in  respect  of  tenanted  dwellings 
Applications  refused  because  of  probable  redevelopment 
Amount  of  Grant  aid  approved 


2 

1 

1 

£730  Os.  Od. 


Owner-occupied  dwellings  improved 
Tenanted  dwellings  improved 
Amount  of  Grant  paid 


4 

1 

£1241  Os.  Od. 


Delays  in  obtaining  Improvement  Grant  approval  and  Building  Byelaw  consent, 
when  such  consent  was  complicated  by  the  need  for  obtaining  a  waiver  in  respect 
of  the  Byelaw's  requirement  for  space  about  buildings,  so  as  to  permit 
encroachment  upon  the  space  about  the  rear  of  buildings  when,  providing  a  back 
addition  bathroom,  caused  a  deal  of  trouble  in  the  year.  Two  applicants,  tired 
of  waiting,  abandoned  their  proposals;  some  waited  many  months  for  the  go-ahead 
and  found  that  the  interim  delay  had  increased  their  costs  by  the  time  they  were 
able  to  instruct  their  works  to  be  carried  out. 


The  following  caravan  sites  were  in  use  in 

Sandpits,  Victoria  Road  (4) 
Pickerels  Inn,  Stowupland  Street  (2) 
Pickerels  Inn,  Stowupland  Street  (4) 
Duke's  Head,  Ipswich  Street  (2) 
Combs  Ford  Square  (2) 
Caravan  Sales,  Bury  Road  (l) 
'Ambleside',  Finbo rough  Road  (2) 


the  Town  in  1365 

Permanent  residential,  unlicensed. 
Seasonal  showmen's  quarters,  exempt. 
Permanent  residential,  unlicensed. 
Permanent  residential,  unlicensed. 
Permanent  residential,  unlicensed. 
Permanent  residential,  licensed. 
Seasonal  showmen '3  quarters,  exempt. 


It  was  felt  necessary  to  submit  a  full  report  to  the  Council  on  the  conditions 
obtaining  at  the  caravan  sites  in  the  Town ,  with  particular  regard  to  the  sites 
at  Sandpits  Farm,  Pickerels  Inn  and  the  Dukes  Head,  since  conditions  for  the 
occupants  of  the  few  caravans  on  these  sites  were  quite  unsatisfactory,  and  it 
became  obvious  that  closure  was  justified.  The  Council  appreciates  this,  and 
is  making  good  progress  in  rehousing  those  living  on  the  unlicensed  sites,  so  as 
to  cause  the  sites  to  become  closed.  In  many  respects  the  conditions  endured 
by  these  caravanners  were  far  worse  than  those  endured  by  the  occupants  of 
houses  included  in  the  Council's  slum  clearance  programme. 

Building  Byelaws,  in  use  since  their  introduction  after  the  1956  Public  Health 
Act,  were  nearing  the  end  of  their  usefulness  in  1963,  and  the  year  saw  the 
publication  of  new  Building  Regulations  which  were  destined  to  take  over  from 
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the  Byelaws  in  February,  1966.  Whilst  the  Regulations  more  rigidly  enforce 
certain  minimum  building  requirements,  nevertheless  the  general  quality  and 
standard  of  design  and  construction  is  still  a  matter  left  to  client  and 
builder.  Latterly  this  has  created  a  deal  of  interest,  and  the  National  House 
Builders  Registration  Council  has  been  inaugurated,  with  a  view  to  forming  a 
register  of  guaranteed  builders,  whose  construction  can  be  Inspected  bjr  the 
National  Body,  and  whose  work  is  covered  by  a  10-yoar  guarantee  against  defective 
materials  or  workmanship.  Independent  supervision  of  building  quality  is 
highly  desirable  -  the  importance  of  good  house-building  practice  cannot  be 
over-emphasised,  for  it  can  make  or  mar  the  comfort  of  the  occupants,  and  is 
a  major  contributor  to  a  healthy  individual  and  community  environment. 


FOOD 


Four  food  poisoning  cases  were  reported  in  1965.  This  minor  occurrence  involved 
one  family,  and  the  infective  organism  was  salmonella  panama.  Enquiry  revealed 
the  probable  source  of  infection  as  cooked  meat  consumed  outside  the  District. 

As  far  as  is  known  no  food  poisoning  occurred  in  any  Districts  as  a  result  of 
consumption  of  food  from  this  Authority's  area.  This  fact  need  give  no  cause 
for  complacency,  for  there  are  a  number  of  members  of  the  local  food  trade  who 
have  a  way  to  go  yet  before  achieving  that  measure  of  quality  in  their  premises, 
equipment  and  handling  as  to  allow  cause  for  confidence.  The  good  food  traders 
who,  fortunately,  form  the  majority,  continue  to  set  good  practical  standards. 
These  standards  are  undoubtedly  influenced  by  the  influx  of  modem  shop  develop¬ 
ment  that  Stowmarket  has  seen  in  recent  years  amongst  the  multiple  concerns, 
where  supermarkets  and  the  like  vie  with  one  another  to  capture  the  housewife's 
housekeeping  by  large,  bright,  cheerful  stores,  where  the  accent  is  upon 
cleanliness  and  hygiene,  variety  of  foodstuff,  convenience  of  pack  and  ease  of 
service,  in  addition  to  such  gimmickry  as  gifts,  leaders  and  price  reductions. 

Regular  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  in  the  Tom  during  the  year.  Many 
of  the  premises  were  found  to  be  deficient  from  time  to  tine,  having  regard  to 
the  minimum  standards  laid  down  by  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960, 
showing  the  need  for  continuing  regular  reminders  by  way  of  visits  from  the 
local  Council.  In  only  one  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  invoke  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  law,  when  the  Council  took  proceedings  against 
Messrs.  Norman  and  Bush  of  Diss,  for  displaying  strawberries  at  ground  level  in 
the  Market  Place,  when  operating  their  food  business  from  a  stall  there.  The 
local  Magistrates  appreciated  the  need  for  exercising  due  care  and  attention 
to  prevent  contamination  of  such  foodstuff  from  dust  and  dirt,  and  in  particular 
from  dogs,  and  inflicted  a  fine  of  £5. 


An  analysis  of  the  food  businesses  in  the  District  in  1965  is  as  follows:- 


Bakers 

3 

Fruiterers 

9 

General  provision  grocers 

15 

Sweet  confectioners 

11 

Cake  confectioners 

3 

Wet  fish  merchants 

1 

Fish  friers 

4 

Chemists 

3 

Wine  and  spirit  merchants 

1 

Public  houses 

18 

Restaurants  and  cafes 

10 

Mobile  ice  cream  vendors 

4 

Market  stallholders 

6 

Sweet  confectionery  wholesaler 

1 

Mobile  hamburger  vendor 

1 

Meat  products  manufactory 

1 

General  grocery  wholesalers 

2 

Slaught erhous e 

1 

Butchers 

6 

A  review  wen  made  of  the  premises  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream;  14-  were  removed  xrom 
the  register  because  of  discontinuance.  The  Station  Kiosk,  which  was  completely 
altered  and  re-equipped  to  offer  a  refreshment  service,  was  registered  for  tine 
sale  of  ice  cream,  as  also  was  the  new  general  shop  at  No.  2,  Wolsey  Road,  on 
the  Chilton  Hall  Estate,  bringing  the  total  of  premises  registered  for  the 
purpose  to  37.  No  manufacturers  exist  in  tire  Town,  although  the  Galleon  Cafe 
"manufactures"  a  soft  ice  cream  from  a  proprietory  vending  machine. 
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Premises  registered  under  the  Act  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages  and  other 
preserved  food  number  10,  Lipton  Ltd.  being  added  during  the  year.  One  of  the 
fish  friers  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Act  was  found  to  have  deteriorated 
to  a  level  far  below  an  acceptable  minimum  standard  of  hygiene,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  year  steps  were  taken  to  cause  this  business  to  be  closed. 

Lipton  Ltd.  were  also  registered  as  milk  distributors,  bringing  the  total  in 
the  District  to  6.  The  milk  sold  in  the  Urban  District  continued  under  the 
constant  attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  the 
County  Health  Department,  who  between  them  ensure  that,  within  the  framework 
of  existing  administration,  supplies  are  clean,  with  good  keeping  quality, 
and  free  from  tubercle,  brucella,  and  anti-bio tics. 

So  far  as  the  County  Health  Inspector  was  concerned,  work  undertaken  in  the 
Urban  District  is  summarised  as  follows  2- 


Statutory  test  to  prove  the  47  samples,  all  of  which  proved 

efficiency  of  heat  treat-  satisfactory, 

ment  or  general  cleanliness: 


Biological  examination  to  24 

discover  tubercle  or  brucella: 


samples,  of  which  15  proved  positive 
for  brucella  abortus.  These  samples 
were  taken  at  the  Creamery  and  were  mill 
supplies  consigned  from  outside  the 
District.  Heat  treatment  is  carried 
out  to  render  the  milk  free  from  this 
infection  which  can  cause  undulaat 
fever  in  man. 


Anti-biotic  test:  52  samples.  These  samples  too  were  of 

milk  consigned  to  the  local  Creamery 
from  outside  the  District.  Two  were 
found  to  contain  anti-biotics  and  the 
matter  was  taken  up  with  the  producers 
concerned  to  preclude  further  con¬ 
tamination. 


Uhilst  on  the  subject  of  milk,  mention  must  be  made  of  the  closure  of  the 
C.¥.S.  Creamery  in  Violet  Hill  Road  in  September  after  51  years.  It  would  be 
improper  to  pass  by  this  item  without  reference  to  Mr.  Barnard,  the  Manager, 
end  his  staff,  with  whom  this  Local  Authority  and  the  County  Health  Department 
had  had  pleasant  and  close  co-operation  for  many  years,  and  from  whom  many 
thousands  received  a  safe  and  reliable  supply  of  milk  with  seldom  any  cause  for 
complaint.  The  closure  of  the  Creamery  resulted  from  acceptance  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Thorold  Committee  on  the  milk  industry,  resulting  in 
more  economic  centralisation  of  creameries,  and  the  work  undertaken  at  the 
Stowmarket  Creamery  has  been  transferred  to  its  creamery  at  Diss. 


Complaints  which  arose  concerning  defective  foodstuffs  were  as  follows :- 

(i)  The  infesta.tion  of  a  1  lb.  box  of  chocolates  by  the  larvae  of  the  cacao 
moth  (ephestia  elutella)  prompted  a  complaint  from  the  customer,  who 
naturally  found  little  white  maggots  crawling  across  his  chocolates  rather 
disagreeable.  The  chocolates  had  been  purchased  from  a  local  shop  with 
a  good  reputation,  and  investigations  revealed  no  infestation  in  the 
shop,  and  apparently  satisfactory  stock  rotation.  Enquiry  at  the  shop 
and  of  the  manufacturing  supplier,  together  with  an  appraisal  of  the 
conditions  in  the  box,  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  infes  bation  had 
almost  certainly  been  introduced  in  egg  form  in  nut  or  raisin  ingredients 
of  one  of  the  chocolates.  In  the  circumstances  no  further  action  was 
taken  by  the  Council. 
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(ii)  Investigation  into  the  sale  of  two  sour  pork  pies  by  a  local  retailer 
failed  to  reveal  the  faulty  party  being  either  the  retailer  or  the 
manufacturing  supplier,  since  their  versions  of  the  tine  of  delivery 
were  absolutely  opposed  and  without  confirmation.  They  were  both  given 
the  benefit  of  the  doubt  and  no  action  was  taken,  but  the  manufacturing 
suppliers  were  impressed  with  the  need  for  issuing  an  easily-read  "code 
of  sales  practice"  for  their  neat  products,  and  they  were  advised  to 
follow  the  example  of  Messrs.  Malls,  who  issue  an  excellent  one. 

(iii)  Meat  pies  featured  in  another  complaint,  when  a  customer  found  a  mould 
growth  in  a  particularly  stale  one  purchased  from  a  local  shop.  Again 
it  was  inpossible  to  establish  with  any  certainty  whether  the  vendor  or 
the  manufacturing  supplier  was  at  fault,  and  no  action  was  taken. 

(iv)  An  ant  infestation  in  the  surround  of  a  G.P.O.  cable  access  chamber  in 
a  shop  forecourt  led  to  the  invasion  of  the  shop,  and  fruit  pies  were 
the  first  of  the  shop's  stock  to  receive  attention  from  these  insects  - 
much  to  the  consternation  of  a  customer  who  did  not  discover  the  fact 
until  he  had  partially  eaten  one  of  the  pies.  This  was  an  instance 
of  bad  shopkeeping  on  the  part  of  the  vendor,  who,  if  she  had  been 
sufficiently  observant  in  the  running  of  her  shop,  should  have  noticed 
tne  infestation.  However,  the  Council  decided  to  issue  a  warning  since 
this  was  a  first  offence. 

(v)  A.  large  winged  insect  in  a  sponge  cake  manufactured  and  retailed  by 

Betabake  (Anglia)  Ltd. ,  of  Ipswich,  was  the  subject  of  a  prosecution  in 
the  local  Court,  where  the  Magistrates  accepted  a  plea  of  guilty  and 
inflicted  a  fine  of  £5. 

(vi)  Lipton  Ltd.  opened  their  new  self-service  store  in  the  Spring,  and 

unfortunately  got  away  to  an  unhappy  start  by  selling  unfit  eggs,  for 
which  the  firm  was  fined  by  the  local  Magistrates  £15.  The  occurrence 
showed  a  minor,  but  important  deficiency  in  the  method  of  marking  the 
egg  stock  to  enable  the  shop  staff  to  exercise  proper  stock  rotation  - 
even  more  important  in  self-service  stores  where  all  shop  displays  are 
constantly  disturbed  by  customers. 

The  fact  that  the  Council  does  not  take  formal  proceedings  in  every  instance 
does  not  reflect  upon  the  gravity  with  which  they  view  complaints  of  defective 
foodstuff.  Whether  or  not  formal  proceedings  are  taken  in  respect  of  food 
complaints,  a  full  investigation  is  carried  out  in  respect  of  each  and  every 
one,  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  some  advantage  is  gained  bjr  the 
consumer,  for  the  investigations  give  the  opportunitj/-  to  the  Council  to  cause 
a  thorough  overhaul  of  the  methods  of  manufacture,  distribution  and  retail 
of  the  particular  commodities  concerned.  Invariabljr  some  flaw  is  found  in  the 
distribution  system,  which,  whether  or  not  it  has  resulted  in  the  particular 
complaint  concerned,  can  nevertheless  be  rectified.  Thus,  these  complaints 
do  serve  an  extremely  useful  purpose,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  greater  proportion 
of  customers  will  bring  their  complaints  to  the  Council  for  attention. 

From  time  to  time  visits  were  paid  to  the  wholesale  grocery  warehouse  of 
Messrs.  J.  Copeman  &  Sons  in  Violet  Hill  Road,  and  the  Stowmarlcet  Co-operative 
Society  Ltd.  in  Station  Road,  where  the  fullest  co-operation  was  afforded  hy 
these  firms  for  the  examination  of  food  stocks  in  bulk.  The  Warehouse  of 
Messrs.  Copeman  lias  now  closed.  Raring  the  year  the  following  unsound  food 
was  surrendered  or  condemned  at  these  warehouses  and  at  shops  in  the  Town,  and 
disposed  of  by  the  Council  at  its  Refuse  Tip  in  Bury  Read. 


Cooked  meat  and  meat  products  509  lbs. 
Canned  meats  151  lbs. 
Fish  47  lbs . 
Fruit  and  vegetables  656  lbs. 
Other  foods  148  lbs, 

Total:  1491  lbs. 
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The  Weights  and  Measures  Inspectorate  of  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council  does 
a  little-known  hut  very  important  service  to  the  consumer  in  maintaining 
watchfulness  over  the  chemical  quality  of  foodstuffs  and  its  packaging  and 
labelling.  The  Inspector  for  the  District  including  Stowmarket  is 
Mr.  E.  R.  Balmer,  and  he  reports  on  this  particular  aspect  of  the  work  in 
this  District  in  1965  as  follows 

"List  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  within 
the  Urban  District,  during  the  year  ended  51st  December,  1965  (excluding 
milk  samples):- 


Genuine 


Meat  Products 
Breakfast  Cereal 
Health  Drinks 
Sugar  Confectionery 
Tea 

Vinegar 

Jelly 

Shortbread 

Preserves 

Drugs 


r 

O 

2 

2 

2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 


26 


Unsatisfactory 


•=5 


1 


4 


All  the  unsatisfactory  samples  of  'meed  products'  were  reported 
by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  deficient  in  meat  content,  but  none  of 
them  to  a  very  serious  extent.  Since  there  is  at  present  no  legal 
standard  for  such  products,  the  matter  has  in  each  case  been  discussed 
with  the  manufacturers  and  a  letter  of  caution  issued.  The  samples 
were  of  canned  'English  Minced  Beef,  frozen  'Chicken  Dinner',  and 
canned  'Beef  Steak  with  Gravy'. 

A  sample  of  Chocolate  Bottles  of  Scotch  Whisky  was  passed  by  the 
Analyst  with  the  exception  that  they  should,  in  his  opinion,  not  have 
been  also  described,  on  a  display  card,  as  "chocolate  liqueurs".  An 
assurance  has  been  given  by  the  importers  that  the  manufacturers  in 
Sweden  would  be  asked  to  raise  the  alcohol  content  to  6>  if  this 
description  is  to  be  retained. " 


As  a  result  of  re-organisation  of  the  departments  of  the  factory,  and  as  a 
precaution  against  the  introduction  o.f  live  animal-borne  contamination  into 
their  meat  products  factory,  W.  A.  Turner  Ltd.  transferred  its  slaughtering 
activities  on  the  24th  April  to  a  slaughterhouse  at  Old  Newton,  formerly 
occupied  by  Mr.  H.  Clarke.  The  Tom  now  lias  only  one  slaughterhouse  at 
49,  Bury  Street,  occupied  by  the  family  butchers,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Aldis  &  Son, 
who  slaughter  for  their  own  requirements  and  the  needs  of  a  few  other  private 
butchers . 

The  Council  continues  to  ley;/-  a  charge  for  meat  inspection  in  accordance  with 
the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  at  the  full  rate  of  2s.  6d.  per  beast,  9d.  per 
pig  or  calf  and  6d.  per  sheep,  and  this  charge  realised.  £151  16s.  Od.  in  1965. 
The  local  veterinary  surgeons,  Messrs.  Shorter  and  Mackintosh,  kindly  covered 
the  meat  inspection  duties  during  my  absence  on  leave.  A  statistical  analysis 
of  the  meat  inspection  service  is  shown  hereunder,  and  from  this  it  will  be 
seen  that  negligible  amounts  of  beef  and  lamb  meat  and  offal  are  condemned. 

The  virtually  hand-picked  animals  that  find  their  way  into  the  private 
slaughterhouse  are  in  a  very  good  state  of  health,  and  most  of  the  condemnations 
tint  arose  resulted  from  livers  affected  by  abcess  formation,  a  symptom  of 
intensive  barley  feeding  with  insufficient  roughage ,  but  now  that  the  reasons 
are  known  and  roughage  intake  adjusted,  even  these  instances  are  becoming  an 
exception. 
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POST  MORTEM  EXAMINATION . 


CATTLE 

EXCLUDING 

COWS 

COWS 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

Humber  killed  ...  ...  ... 

550 

3 

465 

2035 

Humber  not  inspected  ...  ... 

— 

- 

.  

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

and  cvsticercis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ...  ... 

30 

10 

337 

Percentage  of  numbers  inspected 
affected  with  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

8.57 

,K 

2.15 

16,70 

Tuberculosis  onlv: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ...  ... 

19 

Percentage  of  numbers  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

:  C.93 

Cysticerci:  Ho  cases  of  Cvsticerci 

arose. 

— 

One  slaughterman  only  is 


licensed  for  slaughtering  in  the  District. 


WATER  SUPPLIES . 

The  Council  has  two  waterworks  sources  in  its  own  District,  consisting  of 
bores  at  Poplar  Hill  and  in  Station  Road.  The  Poplar  Hill  mains,  supplemented 
by  some  water  from  Gipping  Rural  District  Council,  supply  the  Combs  Ford  area. 
Station  Road  water,  on  the  other-  hand,  is  supplied  to  the  remainder  of  the 
Urban  District,  either  direct  or  via  the  water  tower  resevoir;  a  small  section 
of  the  Chilton  Hall  Estate  is  served  by  water  brought  in  from  Gipping  mains. 

Nine  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Without  exception  all  of  the  mains  samples  proved 
of  a  highly  satisfactory  bacteriological  quality.  Unlike  the  bacteriological 
quality,  the  physical  condition  of  some  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  District 
was  not  so  acceptable,  and,  particularly  among  new  residents,  was  the  subject 
of  complaint  in  the  Station  Road,  Ipswich  Street  and  Milton  Road  area.  The 
not  altogether  pleasant  iron  taste  and  smell  is  one  worthy  of  attention  by 
the  new  hater  Authority,  which  may  be  better  able  to  deal  with  it,  for  the 
community  deserves  a  water  supply  which  is  not  only  safe  but  also  pleasant  to 
consume.  It  had  been  earlier  anticipated  (hence  the  request  for  demolition 
orders  early  in  1365)  that  the  shallow  well  serving  Hos.  3  and  5 ,  Poplar  Hill 
was  suspect,  and  in  fact  towards  the  end  of  the  year  evidence  of  this  was 
given  by  successive  samples  showing  heavy  B.  coli  and  faecal  coli  contamination 
of  this  supply.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  demolition  orders  were  not  proceeded 
with  and  the  properties  were  still  occupied,  it  became  necessary  to  ban  the 
use  of  this  water  without  prior  boiling.  In  actual  fact  tile  landlord  of  the 
one  property  and  the  owner/  occupier  of  the  other  arranged  for  a  temporary 
alternative  mains  supply  to  be  afforded  from  adjoining  premises  to  a  standpipe 
at  the  end  of  the  rear  garden  serving  the  dwellings. 
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The  water  undertaking  was  due  to  he  absorbed  into  the  Expanded  Ipswich  Hater 
Authority  in  1566.  It  requested  this  Council's  attitude  to  the  question  of 
fluoridation  of  the  supply,  which  the  Minister  of  Health  was  again  emphasising 
as  a  safe  and  logical  step  for  modern  society.  The  Council  advised  the 
Ipswich  Authority  that  it  was  not  in  favour  of  fluoridation  at  the  present 
time,  since  it  wished  to  have  further  evidence  before  malting  a  final  decision, 
and  proposals  were  made  to  consider  the  whole  subject  again  early  in  1966, 
when  the  Council  would  take  into  consideration  the  evidence  contained  in  the 
Ministry  of  Health's  booklet  supporting  fluoridation,  and  the  evidence  of  the 
Pure  Hater  Association  against  such  a  proposal. 

The  Total  consumption  of  mains  water  for  the  Urban  District  during  1965  amounted 
to  104,613,000  gallons.  This  excludes  water  obtained  for  industrial  purposes 
from  private  bores  such  as  those  in  use  at  the  Violet  Hill  Laundry  and  the 
Suffolk  Iron  Foundry. 


SANITATION . 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  dismissed  Munton  and  Fison  Ltd.  's 
appeal  against  the  condition  and  charges  for  discharging  this  firm's  wastes  to 
the  Council's  sewage  works.  The  firm  then  commenced  investigating  the 
possibility  of  installing  its  own  plant  as  an  alternative. 

Details  of  the  sludge  pressing  project  finally  materialised  from  the  Council's 
Consultants  in  1965,  and  tenders  for  the  sludge  pressing  plant  etc.  for 
installation  at  the  Council's  modern  sewage  xvorks,  finally  amounted  to  £33,000, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  work  may  start  in  1967. 

Vandalism  was  experienced  at  the  Council's  public  conveniences  in  Marriotts 
Valk,  and  the  question  of  their  being  kept  open  overnight  was  again  considered. 
The  Council,  hox-rever,  felt  that  the  obvious  service  to  the  majority  of  the 
community  should  not  be  withdrawn  for  the  sake  of  the  fexv  idiots  who  can  find 
nothing  better  for  their  own  amusement,  and  it  xzas  decided  to  continue  to 
keep  these  conveniences  open  throughout  the  day  and  night,  but  to  ask  the  Police 
to  keep  the  premises  under  observation  as  often  as  possible. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  at  the  Hillside  Recreation  Ground  continued  to  be 
very  primitive,  and  encouraged  the  baser  instincts  of  some  users. 

Apart  from  the  recently  erected  Queen's  Head  public  conveniences,  the  other 
conveniences  at  the  Recreation  Ground  and  Marriotts  Halk  are  unsatisfactory, 
and  a  xrritten  letter  of  protest  from  two  young  ladies  living  in  Vest  Suffolk, 
who  visited  the  Harriotts  ¥alk  conveniences  one  Sunday,  provoked  full  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  existing  circumstances  and  the  future  use  and  guise  of  these  aid 
the  E.ecreaiion  Ground  conveniences,  with  the  result  that  the  Council  decided 
that  the  moment  of  truth  had  arrived,  aid  both  should  be  completely  refurbished 
to  a  staidard  more  in  keeping  with  present  day  staidards.  It  would  be  sad  if 
the  Recreation  Ground  conveniences  xfere  refurbished  to  a  lesser  standard,  for 
these  are  used  more  by  the  children. 


REFUSE. 

The  weekly  collection  service  which  is  operated  for  the  Council  by  its  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  is  ba.sed  upon  the  use  of  side-loading  refuse  vehicles,  using  the 
skep  system.  This  is  aiong  the  cheapest  systems  available,  but  is  necessarily 
a  compromise  between  hygiene  and  cost,  aid  it  is  a  fact  that  some  refuse  and 
dust  becomes  scattered  from  the  vehicles  and  from  the  open  sleeps,  particularly 
in  inclement  weather.  All  refuse  is  disposed  of  in  the  controlled  tip  occupied 
by  the  Council  in  bury  Road.  At  the  same  time  the  Council  undertakes  the 
salvage  of  waste  paper. 
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A  voluntary  municipal  "bin  service  is  operated,  whereby  2y  cu.  ft.  refuse  bins  to 
British  Standards  Specification  792  are  provided  and  maintained  for  an  annual 
charge  of  5s.  Od.  per  bin,  levied  with  the  general  rate.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  485  refuse  bins  on  issue  under  the  scheme.  In  addition  the 
Council  provides  and  maintains  refuse  receptacles  at  its  own  premises,  including 
963  Council  dwellings.  The  Council  thus  controls  the  size  and  type  of  refuse 
receptacle  in  of  the  dwellings  in  the  District.  The  long-awaited  litter 
bins  appeared  in  the  Town  area  in  1965,  and  there  is  now  no  excuse  for  any 
littering  of  this  a.rea  whatsoever.  Extension  to  other  parts  of  the  Town  and 
to  the  Swimming  Pool  would  be  useful.  During  the  year  it  became  necessary 
to  make  strong  representations  to  the  stallholders  occupying  the  Market  Place 
on  Thursdays  and  Saturdays,  for  they  appeared  to  pay  scant  regard  to  the 
problem  their  litter  creates.  The  Council  attempts  to  relieve  this  problem 
by  the  provision  of  an  adequate  number  of  bins  to  each  stall,  and  in  fact  on 
Saturdays  installs  one  of  the  refuse  collection  vehicles  in  the  Market  Place  for 
the  greater  convenience  of  stallholders.  If  this  has  induced  any  improvement 
since  the  representations  were  made  to  the  stallholders,  it  has  not  been  noticeable, 
and  the  disgusting  mess  in  which  the  centre  of  Stowmarket  and  its  adjacent  premises, 
roads  and  footways  finds  itself  at  the  end  of  the  market  day  is  a  disgrace  to  the 
stallholders  concerned.  They  could  improve  the  situation  if  they  had  a  mind  to. 

.ANIMALS. 

One  pet  shop  was  licensed  by  the  Council  in  1965.  This  shop  is  situated  at 
4,  Ipswich  Street,  Stowmarket,  and  is  occupied  by  Cramphom  Ltd.;  the 
conditions  under  which  the  animals  are  kept  are  acceptable,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  these  premises  will  be  renovated  to  a  more  modem  standard  in  the  forseeable 

future. 

Registration  of  the  Minton  Kennels  of  Mrs.  de  Mere  Paclcford  was  deferred  for  two 
months  in  January  to  enable  repairs  to  be  effected  to  maintain  the  standards 
required  by  the  Council  under  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963. 

RECREATION . 

The  stimulation  of  both  mental  and  physical  recreation,  including  both  exercise 
and  relaxation,  is  naturally  an  important  aspect  of  the  community's  environment, 
and  a  contributor  to  good  health.  There  are  many  recreational  facilities 
available  to  the  community,  especially  to  those  who  are  prepared  to  take  part 
in  club  activities  where  bowling  greens,  tennis  courts,  etc.  are  available  to 
them,  to  say  nothing  of  the  indoor  facilities  available  for  social  intercourse 
and  exercise  during  the  winter  months. 

The  public  facilities  provided  by  the  Council  include  recreation  grounds  and 
a  swimming  pool. 

The  principal  Recreation  Ground  provided  by  the  Council  is  intended  mainly  for 
the  benefit  of  the  young  people,  and  the  area  provides  opportunity  for  them 
to  exercise  their  exuberance  in  a  healthy  environment.  This  pleasantly  tree- 
bordered  area  provides  space  for  football,  cricket,  rounders  and  similar  games, 
and  in  this  respect  the  nearby  schools,  which  lacic  adequate  facilities  of  their 
own,  find  the  Recreation  Ground  of  considerable  value.  The  Council  also 
provides  and  maintains  such  items  as  swings,  slides  and  roundabouts  for  the 
younger  children's  enjoyment.  Apart  from  the  obsolete  sanitary  accommodation 
to  which  reference  is  made  elsewhere,  the  only  blot  oil  this  rather  pleasant 
scene  was  the  frequency  with  which  some  of  the  local  dog-owners  allowed  their 
charges  to  foul  the  Ground,  and  the  frequency  with  which  the  children  had 
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their  fun  spoilt  and  their  health  endangered  because  of  this.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  year  it  appeared  that  the  County  Council  Byelaw  on  the  subject 
might  have  to  be  invoked. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following 

table: - 


Total  number  of  properties  inspected  as  a  result  of  complaint  109 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  rats  99 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  mice  8 

Total  number  of  properties  inspected  by  routine  survey  339 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  rats  112 
Number  of  these  properties  infested  with  mice  4 

Number  of  infested  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority  216 


Total  number  of  treatments  carried  out  to  effect  rodent  control  270 

The  Council  affords  the  ratepayers  a  free  service  for  the  treatment  of 
domestic  premises,  together  with  a  very  cheap  service  for  industrial  and 
commercial  premises,  in  respect  of  which  work  the  Council  levies  an  inclusive 
charge  of  9s.  Od.  per  hour.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  most  people  are 
quick  to  take  advantage  of  the  service  provided  by  the  Council,  and  the 
overall  rat  and  mouse  infestation  situation  in  the  Tom  is  not  unsatisfactory. 

In  the  Autumn  rather  heavy  and  troublesome  infestations  spread  throughout  a 
wide  area  of  the  Chilton  Hall  housing  estates,  with  rats  appearing  and  nesting 
in  roof  spaces,  cavity  walls  and  behind  bath  panels.  Investigation  revealed 
an  infestation  of  the  sexier  network  in  this  area,  with  migration  of  the  rats 
from  the  sewers  into  the  houses,  via  soil  vent  stacks,  which  were  not  equipped 
with  wire  cages  at  their  head.  Access  to  the  properties  was  via  defects  in 

the  construction  where  roof  fillets  were  missing  and  cavity  brickwork  defective. 
The  infestations  were  eliminated  not  xfithout  some  difficulty,  and  defects  in 
the  drainage  system  and  the  properties  were  remedied,  and  there  has  since  been 
no  further  trouble.  This  instance  does  underline  tlie  importance  of  good 
building  standards  and  constant  supervision  of  building  operations,  to  ensure 
that  the  finished  house  and  its  drainage  system  is  left  in  a  satisfactory 
condition. 

On  the  26th  June,  the  Council's  part-time  Rodent  Operative,  Hr.  C.  F.  Coppen, 
retired  after  20  years  with  the  Council,  during  which  service  he  gained 
respect  for  his  considerable  ability  in  his  work.  After  a  period  without  an 
Operative,  the  post  was  filled,  again  by  a  part-time  appointment,  jointly 
with  the  Gipping  Rural  District  Council,  by  Hr.  R.  J.  Bloomfield,  who  has  shox-jn 
himself  to  be  a  keen  and  conscientious  operator. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  rat  and  mouse  control  work,  the  Operative  also 
deals  with  insect  pests  as  and  when  the  occasion  requires,  and  during  the 
year  dealt  with  12  wasps  nests,  and,  fortunately  now  a  rare  occurrence,  one 
bug  infestation. 


ATMOSPHERE. 

The  Building  Regulations  issued  in  1965,  and  due  for  effect  early  in  1966, 
require  the  installation  of  heating  appliances  in  the  form  of  fireplaces  to 
be  of  a  design  that  will  permit  the  combustion  of  smokeless  fuels.  This 
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does  not  preclude  the  installation  of  an  open  fireplace,  hut  those  who  foresee 
the  day  when  the  open  coal  fire  is  as  obsolete  as  the  old  brick  copper,  but 
are  unable  to  afford  central  heating,  are  wisely  installing  in  their  new  homes 
open  fireplaces  with  specific  provision  for  under-floor  draught,  or  installing 
openable  room  heaters  which  can  better  utilise  the  advantages  of  smokeless 
fuel.  No  smokeless  zones  exist  in  the  Urban  District,  but  should  the  community 
be  the  subject  of  any  expansion  such  as  may  be  anticipated  in  conjunction  with 
the  development  of  the  Ipswich  area,  then  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations 
for  the  installation  of  heating  appliances  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuel, 
will  have  set  a  useful  foundation  for  atmospheric  pollution  control  in  the 
Urban  District. 


During  the  year  the  Council  served  a  statutory  notice  in  accordance  with 
Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  upon  the  Suf folic  Iron  Foundry  (l920) 
Ltd.,  to  prohibit  the  incineration  of  refuse  on  land  at  its  Gipping  Works, 
since  smoke  and  smuts  from  this  burning  rubbish  was  causing  a  considerable 
nuisance  to  the  occupants  of  houses  in  the  Lime  free  Place  area. 


The  Council  also  served  a  statutory  notice  in  accordance  with  Section  93  of 
the  1936  Act,  on  Messrs.  Sutton  &  Phillips  Ltd.,  Manufacturing  Chemists,  of 
Stowupland  Hoad,  Stowmarket,  in  respect  of  the  emission  of  certain  odours  from 
processes  carried  on  at  the  factory.  Subsequently,  however,  the  Council 
decided  to  not  proceed  with  their  action  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  since  they 
felt  that  the  firm  concerned  was  taking  all  practicable  steps  to  solve  the 
problem. 


Emissions  from  the  cupolas  of  the  Suffolk  Iron  Foundry  (1920)  Ltd.  which  had 
been  the  subject  of  complaint  and  representations  in  1964,  were  due  for 
attention  during  the  annual  summer  shut-down  in  1965.  The  anticipated 
installation  of  wet  arresters  and  extension  of  the  flues  did  not  materialise, 
but  assurances  are  given  by  the  firm  that  the  work  will  be  carried  out  during 
the  annual  summer  holiday  in  1966. 


More  complaints  than  normal  were  voiced  concerning  the  twice-daily  emissions 
of  black  smoke  by  I.C.I.  Ltd.  in  the  incineration  of  paint  waste.  The  firm 
appears  to  be  unable  to  make  progress  in  eliminating  smoke  emissions  for  ten 
to  fifteen  minutes  of  initial  light-up. 

Smells  arising  from  intensive  animal  keeping  were  experienced  in  two  new 
places  in  the  District  in  1965.  The  Council's  bungalow  development  in 
St.  Edmunds  Road  moved  into  close  proximity  to  a  farmyard,  where  there  was  a 
fair  amount  of  manure  produced  from  pigs  and  chickens,  and  where  there  was 
necessarily  an  accumulation  of  this  material  throughout  the  year.  An  egg- 
producing  holding  in  Bury  Road  was  also  the  subject  of  complaint,  and  it  was 
found  that  the  conditions  were  not  compatible  with  the  environment  of  an 
urban  community,  and  certain  improvements  recommended  for  these  premises  were 
under  consideration  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


W0HKPIAC35. 

The  routine  inspection  of  factory  premises  revealed  only  a  few  defects  in 
connection  with  sanitary  accommodation.  Most  of  the  facuories  in.  the 
District  are  powered,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  .act,  1961,  are 
administered  by  H.M.  Factories  Inspector,  based  at  Ipswich,  except  for  the 
certification  of  water  supplies,  and  the  standard  of  the  sanitary  accommodation. 
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A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  is  as  follows :- 


Powered  factories  58 
Unpowered  factories  2 
Other  premises  10 
Number  of  inspections  17 
Sanitary  defects  found  3 
Sanitary  defects  remedied  2 


Two  premises  are  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Rag,  Flock  and  Other 
Filling  Materials  Act,  1965:- 

(i)  Messrs.  Cole  &  Sons  (Furnishers)  Ltd.,  57,  Ipswich  Street. 

(ii;  Messrs.  J.  Collins  &  Sons  Ltd.,  Jaycol  Forks ,  Finborough  Road. 


One  dealer  is  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act, 
1964:- 


Hr.  V.  0.  Cracknell,  85,  Needham  Road. 


Many  of  the  inspections  carried  out  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 
Premises  Act,  1963,  were  of  an  advisory  nature.  Most  of  the  deficiencies 
found  in  shop  premises  during  the  winter  months  concerned  the  inadequacy  of 
heating  systems,  and  the  absence  of  proper  accommodation  for  hanging  and 
drying  clothes.  A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out,  and  the  statistics 
relating  to  premises  registered  under  the  Act,  are  as  follows:- 


TABLE 

A 

REGISTRA¬ 

TIONS 

(1) 

Class  of  premises 

(2) 

No.  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year. 

(3) 

Total  no. 
of  regis¬ 
tered 
preraises 
at  end  of 
year. 

(4) 

No.  of  regis¬ 
tered  prems. 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year. 

AND 

GENERAL 

Offices 

8 

32 

2 

INSPEC- 

Retail  shops 

15 

79 

39 

TIONS. 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

— 

5 

- 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens. 

1 

6 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots. 

— 

2 

— 

TOTALS 

—  -  .  -J 

24 

-  -  —  . 

124 

43 

TABLE  B  -  NO.  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  TO 

REGISTERED  PREMISES: 


/Cont 'd. 
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TABLE 

(1) 

Class  of  workplace 

(2) 

Number  of  persons  employed 

C 

ANALYSIS 

OF 

PERSONS 

EMPLOYED 

IN 

REGIST- 

Offices 

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public 

Canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots 

247 

483 

31 

31 

2 

14 

ERED 

PREMISES 

Total; 

808 

BY  YORK- 
PUCE. 

Total  Males: 

340 

Total  Females: 

co 

-4- 

i 

GEE  ERAL  . 

In  September  I  had  the  privilege  of  attending,  with  Councillor  E.  J.  Jones, 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee ,  the  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  Blackpool.  This  Conference 
gives  an  opportunity  for  mixing  with  colleagues  from  throughout  the  Country 
for  valuable  discussion  and  for  viewing  and  assessing  the  merits  of  trade 
products  at  the  associated  Exhibition,  which  has  become  such  a  valuable 
pant  of  the  Conference  proceedings  in  recent  years.  As  always  the  programme 
of  the  Conference  was  informative  and  stimulating,  and  dealt  with  the  following 
matters :  -- 


Public  Health  and  Redevelopment. 

A  Review  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1965 . 

Solid  Smokeless  Fuel  in  the  Implementation  of  Clean  Air. 
Canned  Food  and  Public  Safety. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  in  Industry. 

The  Housing  Shortage  -  A  Problem  for  Solving. 

Public  Health  and  the  Changing  Environment. 


The  Council  continued  to  subscribe  to  the  Central  Council  for  Health 
Education,  and  more  use  was  made  of  the  publicity  material  available  from 
this  Body.  Particular  attention  was  given  this  year  to  publicising  the 
relationship  between  cigarette  smoking  and  lung  cancer,  and  posters  and 
leaflets  from  the  Central  Council,  and  from  the  Minis try  of  Health,  were 
circulated  to  employers  and  voluntary  organisations,  particularly  those 
connected  with  youth,  on  this  subject.  An  offer  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  myself  to  give  short  illustrated  talks  or  discuss  at  gatherings 
of  voluntary  organisations  the  subject  of  lung  cancer  and  associated 
respiratory  conditions  fell  upon  barren  ground.  The  Council  recommended 
the  Ministry  consider  the  possibility  of  the  (Government  requiring  the 
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display  of  a  warning  regarding  lung  cancer  on  all  cigarette  packs,  as  has 
been  introduced  in  America.  Other  poster  and  leaflet  material  which  has 
been  displayed  at  the  Council  Offices  has  dealt  with  subjects  ranging  from 
food  hygiene  to  home  safety.  Such  publicity  has  some  use  but  is 
necessarily  of  limited  value,  for  it  reaches  the  attention  of  only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  public;  more  rewarding  would  be  public  health  publicity 
taken  into  the  home. 

As  a  hint  of  the  precarious  times,  the  Council  formed  a  Civil  Defence 
Committee  in  1965.  I  have  been  allocated  the  duties  of  "Sanitation,  burials, 
etcetera".  The  ’etcetera'  covers  a  multitude  of  tasks,  for  recovery  from 

a  brief  and  limited  nuclear  conflict  would  depend  upon  the  degree  of  safety 
afforded  water  supplies,  food  and  public  health,  and  the  latter  would 
depend  to  a  great  extent  on  the  standard  of  environmental  hygiene  which  it 
was  possible  to  promote. 


Well  over  1,000  Acts,  Regulations  and  Orders  govern  environmental  health  work 
undertaken  by  local  authorities,  and  this  massive  tone  of  legislation  received 
its  customary  supplementary  Acts,  Regulations,  Orders  and  official  circulars 
in  1965.  Numerous  circulars  were  issued  throughout  the  j^ear  approving 
official  certificates  under  the  Public  Health  (imported  Poods)  Regulations, 

1937  and  1948,  and  there  were  also  authorised  additions  to  the  approved 
chemical  sterilising  agents  complying  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 
Regulations,  1959.  In  Circular  No.  8/65,  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  drew  attention  to  the  problem  of  the  disposal  of  old  motor  vehicles, 
and  described  the  powers  available  to  local  authorities  and  the  action  that 
may  be  taken  to  deal  with  this  residue  of  an  affluent  society,  which  in  recent 
years  has  not  only  tended  to  despoil  the  environment,  but  has  also  created 
particular  hazards  to  the  life  of  the  young. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  Circular  No.  17/65,  gave 
guidance  to  local  authorities  on  the  question  of  the  use  of  twin  unit  caravans. 
In  Circular  No.  2l/o5  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  invited 
local  authorities  to  submit  to  him  their  programmes  of  house  building  for  the 
following  four  years. 


In  April,  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  drew  attention  to  the 
Water  Resources  Act,  I960,  which  introduced  a  new  system  of  management  of 
water  resources,  and  river  authorities  set  up  under  it  exercised,  from  the 
1st  April,  functions  relating  to  water  resources,  together  with  land  drainage, 
fisheries  and  prevention  of  river  pollution  functions  hitherto  discharged  by 
river  boards.  The  Water  Resources  Board  will  advise  the  River  Authorities 
in  their  role  as  the  executive  arm  of  a  new  system  for  the  management  of  water 
resources,  which  is  essential  if  the  constantly  rising  demand  for  water  for 
public  supply  is  to  be  properly  met.  In  the  same  Circular  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  relaxed  administrative  procedures  in  connection 
with  house  improvement  grant  schemes.  In  July,  in  Circular  No.  52/65,  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  drew  local  authorities '  attention 
to  the  National  Water  Safety  Campaign,  promoted  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Accidents.  In  1963  there  were  more  than  1,000  deaths  by 
drowning,  including  nearly  300  children,  and  the  Minister  asked  every  authority 
to  review  its  area  to  make  sure  that  overything  possible  was  being  done  to 
deal  with  existing  sources  of  danger.  There  are  some  spots  in  tho  xown 
where  water  hazards  may  he  considered  to  be  present,  ano.  of  course,  tho  local 
population  also  has  ready  access  to  the  coast.  The  Council  already  contrioutes 
in  some  measure  to  reducing  dangers  from  drowning  accidents  by  the  provision  ox 
an  excellent  swimming  pool,  and  of  course  all  of  tho  local  schoolchildren  have 
access  to  school  pools  of  their  own.  Tho  enclosing  and  heating  of  the 
Town's  principal  pool  would  go  a  long  way  towards  encouraging  a  greater  propor¬ 
tion  of  competent  swimmers  among  the  people  of  this  District.  iuo  Building 
Regulations,  1965,  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
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Act,  1936,  were  issued.  Statutory  Instrument  No.  1437,  concerning  certain 
amendments  to  tho  Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Regulations,  was 
published  in  August.  The  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1965, 
postponed  for  a  further  twelve-month  the  prohibition  against  the  removal 
from  slaughterhouses  of  meat  and  offal  prior  to  inspection.  A  revision  of 
the  grant  arrangements  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  was  included  in 
Circular  No.  5V65,  and  Circulars  Nos.  lp/65,  69/65  and  77/65,  gave  assurances 
on  the  availability  of  supplies  of  solid  smokeless  fuel,  and  drew  attention 
to  the  need  for  local  planning  authorities  to  give  especially  careful  considera¬ 
tion  to  the  problems  arising  from  tall  buildings  and  industrial  emissions 
where  clean  air  is  concerned.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food,  Food  Standards  Committee,  published  its  report  on  flavouring  agents, 
recommending  that  16  be  prohibited,  and  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  and  the  Minister  of  Health  signed  an  Order  which  provided  a  special 
designation  for  long^-keeping  milk,  and  from  the  1st  October,  "ultra  heat-treated" 
or  "U.E.T."  milk  became  a  designation.  By  Circular  FSH  6l/65,  the  Minister 
advised  local  authorities  that  the  charges  for  the  services  of  Ministry 
veterinary  officers  engaged  for  the  purposes  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations, 
would  be  increased  from  the  1st  October.  The  Food  Standards  Committee 
published  a  report  on  fish  and  meat  paste,  and  there  was  also  the  report  of 
the  Technical  Committee  formed  to  enquire,  into  the  welfare  of  animals  kept 
in  intensive  livestock  husbandry  systems,  although  from  experience  in  this 
District  there  could  well  be  a  similar  report  on  the  welfare  of  humans  living 
in  proximity  to  intensive  livestock  husbandry  systems.  There  were  also 
numerous  advisory  circulars  from  the  Ministry  of  Labour  to  assist  local 
authorities  through  tho  maze  of  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Promises  legislation. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  respectfully, 


L.  W.  BROWN 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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